CHAP,

STOCKS AND STONES AMONG SEMITES         109

conjecturing that the infants were still-born or died soon
after birth, and that they were buried by their parents in the
sanctuary in the hope that, quickened by the divine power,
they might enter again into the mother's womb and again be
born into the world.1 If the souls of these buried babes were
supposed to pass into the sacred stocks and stones and to dart
from them into the bodies of would-be mothers who resorted
to the sanctuary, the analogy with Central Australia would
be complete. That the analogy is real and not fanciful is
strongly suggested by the modern practice of Syrian women
who still repair to the shrines of saints to procure offspring,
and who still look on " holy men " as human embodiments
of divinity. In this, as in many other dark places of
superstition, the present is the best guide to the interpreta-
tion of the past ; for while the higher forms of religious faith
pass away like clouds, the lower stand firm and indestructible
like rocks. The " sacred men " of one age are the dervishes
of the next, the Adonis of yesterday is the St. George of
to-day.

1 As to the excavations at Gezer, see
R. A. Stewart Macalister, Reports on. the
Excavation of Gezer (London, N. D.), pp.
76-89 (reprinted from the Quarterly
Statement of the Palestine Exploration
Fund] ; ztf., Bible Side-lights from the
Mound of Geser (London, 1906), pp. 57-
6?) 73-75- Professor Macalister now
inclines to regard the socketed stone as
a laver rather than as the base of the
sacred pole. He supposes that the
buried infants were first-born children
sacrificed in accordance with the
ancient law of the dedication of the
first-born. The explanation which I
have adopted in the text agrees better
with the uninjured state of the bodies,
and it is further confirmed by the
result of the Austrian excavations at
Tell Ta'annek (Taanach) in Palestine,
which seem to prove that there children
up to the age of two years were not
buried in the family graves but interred
separately in jars. Some of these
sepulchral jars were deposited under
or beside the houses, but many were
grouped round a rock-hewn altar in a

different part of the hill. There is
nothing to indicate that any of the
children were sacrificed : the size of
some of the skeletons precludes the
idea that they were slain at birth.
Probably they all died natural deaths,
and the custom of burying them in or
near the house or beside an altar was
intended to ensure their rebirth in the
family. See Dr. E. Sellin, "Tell
Ta'annek," Denkschriften der Kaiser.
Akademie der Wissenschaften\ Philo-
sophisch-historische Klasse^ I. (Vienna,
1904), No. iv. pp. 32-37, 96 sq.
Compare W. W. Graf Baudissin,
Adonis und Esmun, p. 59 n.3. I have
to thank Professor R. A. Stewart
Macalister for kindly directing my
attention to the excavations at Tell
Ta'annek (Taanach). It deserves to
be mentioned that in an enclosure
close to the standing stones at Gezer,
there was found a bronze model of a
cobra (R. A. Stewart Macalister, Bi&U
Side-lights, p. 76). Perhaps the reptile
was the deity of the shrine, or an em-
bodiment of an ancestral spirit